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Course Credits

I Exam on Thursday 21st December 2023: 6 ECTS
I Research Project: presentation in one of the slots in

2024. 6 ECTS
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Schedule (2023)

24/10/2023 Lecture 1 Organization & Introduction
26/10/2023 Lecture 2 Human Evolution I: Hominin Fossils
31/10/2023 Lecture 3 Human Evolution II: Morphology
02/11/2023 Lecture 4 Human Evolution III: Archaeology
07/11/2023 Lecture 5 Human Evolution IV: Genetics
09/11/2023 Lecture 6 Human Evolution V: Dispersals
14/11/2023 Lecture 7 Language Evolution: Theories
16/11/2023 Lecture 8 Methods I: Formal Language Theory
21/11/2023 Lecture 9 Methods II: Quantitative Linguistics
23/11/2023 Lecture 10 Methods III: Information Theory
28/11/2023 Lecture 11 Methods IV: Experiments
30/11/2023 Lecture 12 Current Topics: Evolutionary Semiotics I
05/12/2023 Lecture 13 Current Topics: Evolutionary Semiotics II (online)
07/12/2023 Lecture 14 Current Topics: Evolutionary Semiotics III (online)
12/12/2023 Lecture 15 Current Topics: Animal Communication
19/12/2023 Lecture 16 Revision & Allocations of Projects
21/12/2023 Lecture 17 Exam
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Schedule (2024)

09/01/2024 Lecture 18 Hao-han Yu (Project 7: Time Depth)
11/01/2024 Lecture 19 Ruiyu Wang (Project 1: Sign Entropy)*

Ruitong Liu (Project 1: Sign Entropy)*
16/01/2024 Lecture 20 Anne Honold (Project 6: Compositionality)

Alexandra Din (Project 7: Time Depth)*
18/01/2024 Lecture 21 Valentin Pickard (Project 8: Bird Song)
23/01/2024 Lecture 22 Matthias Drews (Project 9: Primate Com.)
25/01/2024 Lecture 23 Nikita Beklemishev (Project 10: Whale Song)
30/01/2024 Lecture 24 Yanxing Yang (Project 5: Cave Signs)
01/02/2024 Lecture 25 Zhexuan Li (Project 5: Cave Signs)
06/02/2024 Lecture 26 Kimberly Sharp (Project 4: Calendars)
08/02/2024 Lecture 27 Yueyun Xiao (Project 4: Calendars)

*online via videos
*online via zoom
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Book-length Introductions

Fitch, Tecumseh W. (2010). The
evolution of language. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Tecumseh W. Fitch

10 — Language Evolution, WiSe 2023/2024, Bentz c© 2012 Universität Tübingen
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Book-length Introductions

Progovac, Ljiljana. (2019). A critical
introduction to language evolution.
Current controversies and future
prospects. Springer.

Ljiljana Progovac
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Book-length Introductions

Hurford, James R. (2011). The
origins of grammar. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

James R. Hurford
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Handbook

Tallermann, Maggie (2012). The
Oxford handbook of language
evolution. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

Maggie Tallermann

Kathleen R. Gibson
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Section 1:
Organization

Section 2:
Literature

Section 3:
Introduction

References

Edited Volumes

Christiansen, Morten H. and Simon
Kirby (Eds.) (2003). Language
evolution. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

Morten H. Christiansen

Simon Kirby
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Edited Volumes

Di Sciullo, A. & Boeckx, C. (Eds.)
(2011). The biolinguistic enterprise.
New perspectives on the evolution
and nature of the human language
faculty. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

Anna Maria Di Sciullo

Cedric Boeckx
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Introductory Articles

I Fitch, Tecumseh W. (2018). The Biology and evolution of speech: A
comparative analysis. Annual Review in Linguistics.

I Klein, Richard G. (2017). Language and human evolution. Journal
of Neurolinguistics.

I Fitch, Tecumseh W. (2017). Empirical approaches to the study of
language evolution. Psychonomic Bulletin & Review.

I Hausser et al. (2014). The mystery of language evolution. Frontiers
in Psychology.

I Berwick et al. (2013). Evolution, brain, and the nature of language.
Trends in Cognitive Sciences.
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Journal

https://academic.oup.com/jole
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Conference

https://www.evolang.org/
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A model of Lucy the Australopithecus at the Field Museum in Chicago (Tim Boyle/Getty Images)
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What makes us human?

Fitch (2017). Empirical approaches to the study of language evolution.
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Section 1:
Organization

Section 2:
Literature

Section 3:
Introduction

References

What is human language?
How and when did it evolve?
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Human Fossils & Archaeology

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/
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Archaeology: Stone Tools
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Human Genetics

Wallace (2015). Mitochondrial DNA Variation in Human Radiation and Disease.
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Section 1:
Organization

Section 2:
Literature

Section 3:
Introduction

References

Human Dispersals

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJ5p3pZlBi4
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Language Evolution: Theories

Bentz (2018) Adaptive languages.
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Language Evolution: Methods

Quantitative Linguistics

Kershenbaum (2014). Acoustic sequences
in non-human animals.

Experiments

Kirby et al. (2008). Cumulative cultural
evolution in the laboratory.
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Current Topics: Animal Communication

Townsend et al. (2018) Compositionality in animals and humans.
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Current Topics: Evolution of Speech

Fitch (2010) The evolution of language.
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Current Topics: Stone Tools and Language

Morgan et al. (2015) Experimental evidence for the co-evolution of hominin
tool-making teaching and language.
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Current Topics: Evolutionary Semiotics
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Bentz (2018). Adaptive languages: An information-theoretic account of linguistic
diversity. Mouton de Gruyter.

Kershenbaum (2014). Acoustic sequences in non-human animals. Biological Reviews.

Kirby et al. (2008). Cumulative cultural evolution in the laboratory. PNAS.

Morgan et al. (2015) Experimental evidence for the co-evolution of hominin
tool-making teaching and language. Nature communications.

Townsend et al. (2018) Compositionality in animals and humans. Plos Biology.
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Thank You.
Contact:

Faculty of Philosophy
General Linguistics
Dr. Christian Bentz
SFS Keplerstraße 2, Room 168
chris@christianbentz.de
Office hours:
During term: Wednesdays 10-11am
Out of term: arrange via e-mail
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